argued that a partial ban would encourage the creation of a black market in human embryos.
UN stalls on human cloning
The United Nations postponed again a controversial vote on the issue of therapeutic cloning of human stem cells, hampering the widely supported opposition to reproductive cloning but many countries are developing their own legislation. Nigel Williams reports.
argued that a partial ban would encourage the creation of a black market in human embryos.
In a brief statement, Susan Moore, a US special adviser, told the committee: "A ban that differentiates between human reproductive and experimental cloning would essentially authorise the creation of a human embryo for the purpose of destroying it, thus elevating the value of research and experimentation above that of a human life." She said the US supported efforts to find breakthrough treatment and cures for disease but that it felt scientific progress was possible without posing a "threat to human dignity". Robert Tovar, Costa Rica's minister of foreign affairs and worship, said that "cloning reduces the human being to a mere object of industrial production and manipulation." He added: "Today we must decide whether the international community will adopt a utilitarian ethic that justifies the deliberate creation of human embryos with the purpose of destroying them for scientific experiments."
Opponents contended that by ignoring the fact that there is little likelihood of a consensus in the UN on therapeutic cloning research and pushing for a vote, the sponsors of the broader measure were effectively destroying the possibility of action on a ban on reproductive cloning on which all nations could agree.
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